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Stormwater Fact
Sheet 6
. .
Rain Gardens ;
Rain Gardens - Rain gardens are shallow de-

pressions in the landscape that typically include Atiatomy of 3 Ralngarden
plants and a mulch layer or ground cover. In addi-
tion to providing increased groundwater recharge,
they are expected to provide pollutant treatment.
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. . . . . Native plants provide | *
Rain gardens can be used in residential settings 3 DI e by .
. . food i .
to accept runoff from a roof or other impervious ¢ Al 2 it s
surface. -

The deprh-ul'a mi;lgrdcn is specific to how much |
water can soak in during a 24-72 hour period.
Most are 2-8 inches deep.
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The roots of turfgrass
are only 2-3 inches deep,
offering little infiltration
or treatment.

plants grow faster
and increase the rate
that water can soak

into the ground.

Native plants with deep
and extensive roots pull
water into the ground
where it is cleaned by
natural processes.
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RUNOFF from the landscape  se—-
INFILTRATION into the ground e .
TRANSPIRATION into the air
Source of prairie plant graphic: MN DNR 1

An example of a self sustaining rain garden using rain .
barrels for watering.

In a commercial setting, bioretention areas are
similar to rain gardens, but are often larger,
and are engineered to provide retention or de-
tention of runoff water, trap and remove sus-
pended solids, and filter or absorb pollutants
via soils and plant material. In some cases

biorention areas also may have pretreatment
measures.
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